
Class Dates 

Spring Term 2012
Start Tuesday 10th January 2012

Wednesday 11th January 2012

End Tuesday 27th March 2012

Wednesday 28th March 2012

(12 weeks)       

Summer Term 2012
Start Tuesday 17th April 2012

Wednesday 18th April 2012

End Tuesday 3rd July 2012

Wednesday 4th July 2012       

(12 weeks)

Class Fees & Subscriptions
At the latest branch committee meeting it was agreed

to increase the class fees for the Spring and Summer

terms and to increase the fee for each additional class

to £2 from Jan 2012 to cover the increase in the hire

of the halls and the decrease in numbers attending the

classes.

Fees for the SpringTerm will be:

Tuesday OR Wednesday Class £36.00

Each additional class per week £2.00

Wirral Branch Membership is £5 for the year 2011 -

2012.

To ensure financial stability, it is vital that Branch

Membership and class fees are paid promptly,

in advance, or at the first class of the Term.  

Where possible, members are requested to pay by
cheque -  made payable to “RSCDS Wirral Branch”

RSCDS Membership Fees
RSCDS Wirral Branch membership is only open to

those who hold current RSCDS membership.  The

membership fees for 2011-2012 are as shown in the

list below.  

December 2011 RSCDS Wirral Branch www.rscds-wirral.org.uk

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, Wirral Branch Registered Charity 1063531

NEWSLETTER

Category Subscription Benefits

Adult Single

(25+)

£15 Membership

card and 

magazines

Adult Single

(25+) half year

£7.50 - new

members only

(from January)

Membership

card and 

magazines

Adult Joint

(both 25+)

£24 Membership

cards and 1

copy of 

magazines per

household

Youth (12-17) £7.50 Membership

card and 

magazines

Young Adult

(18-24)

£12 Membership

card and 

magazines
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RSCDS Wirral Branch Classes

Prenton:
St Stephen’s Church Hall, Prenton Lane

Beginners Class  7.15 - 8.15 pm

General Class 8.15 - 10.15 pm

Beginners are welcome to stay on for the General

Class although some dances will be unsuitable for

inexperienced dancers.

Wallasey:
Grosvenor Assembly Rooms

Social Dancing Class    8.15 - 10.15 pm

SOCIAL DANCES 2011-2012

Hogmanay Ceilidh
Saturday, 31st December 2011

8.30pm - 12.30 am

“Faith Supper” please bring a plate of food to share

St Stephen’s Church Hall, Prenton

Tickets £5

Annual Ball 2012
Saturday, 17th March 2012

7.30 - 11.30 pm

Music by Nicol McLaren & the Glencraig Band

Bromborough Civic Centre

Allport Lane Precinct, Bromborough

Tickets £18 (Children £9) including supper

Summer (Queen’s Jubilee) Dance
Saturday, May 26th 2012

7.30 - 11.00 pm

dancing to the music of Luke Brady
Grosvenor Assembly Rooms, Wallasey

Tickets £10 (Children £5) including supper

Tickets for all RSCDS Wirral Branch Functions are

available from the Ticket Secretary:

Mrs Margaret Kay

9 Woodland Road

West Kirby

CH48 6ER

Phone: 0151 625 5468

Email: ticket-sec@rscds-wirral.org.uk

ADVENTURES IN EDINBURGH
I started my adventures in Edinburgh in early

September, as I settled into the city to start my 4 year

Mathematics degree. So far I think I have managed

to be a first class tourist and visit all of the lovely

landmarks in Edinburgh, especially as the weather

has been pleasant and clear for the majority of the 9

weeks of living here. 

Currently, I am living in a block of Student flats

called Sciennes with 3 other girls. Unfortunately I

have yet to persuade then to come along to any

dances with me however; they seemed to enjoy the 2

ceilidhs that were put on during Fresher’s week, so

there is still hope!

Since being up here, I have been invited to join the

RSCDS Edinburgh Demonstration Team, which I am

extremely excited about. The classes are very

technical and there is at least 20 minutes of step

practice each week. So far I have Newcastle

competition coming up, which will be the first time

that I have competed, so I best get practicing!

At the beginning of November I attended the AGM

for the first year. Although I did not attend the main

AGM meeting (as University work called) I still

went to the dances, where I quickly learnt how to

dance in a floor length dress! Then on Sunday

morning the youth group that I was staying with all

went to the Youth Forum. The Wirral branch was

highlighted very early on in the meeting. Di Rooney

discussed what the Wirral branch had done with the

schools project and put Wirral on the map in bright

lights. Everyone at the meeting seemed very

interested in what was going on and they were all

encouraged to follow in the footsteps of Wirral and

go into more schools. When we split into subgroups

I made myself known to the group as from the Wirral

so I was able to answer any questions and also give

Class/Team Teacher
Tuesday General Class

Beginners Class

Dave Haynes

Gill Haynes

Social Dancing (Wallasey) Margaret Kay

Demonstration Team Gill & Dave Haynes
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more detail.  

We discussed ways in which the RSCDS can

encourage young people to join dancing and how it

can be wider known which is how Wirral came into

conversation. One of the main outcomes is that there

is a youth committee set up this year and each branch

will hopefully have a youth coordinator and a youth

ambassador who will represent the youth of their

branch at given occasions. But information on this

should be sent out to branches depending on how far

these ideas go. 

Also we discussed the age bracket of “youth” and

whether this should be a range of 0-35. The majority

vote was that something should be done to split

“youth” into subgroups so that any activities put on

during the year can be geared towards a certain age

group, as this would be more effective in the long

run. Deb Lees (the Youth coordinator) has taken

these ideas on board and will be informing the Youth

groups soon on the current progress of the ideas. 

So far my time in Edinburgh has been fantastic, but

I have to remind myself that the main reason I came

to Scotland was to complete a university degree not

just to dance! Despite this I will continue working

hard and dance harder, and hopefully come back to

enjoy a few classes in the New Year.

Faye

GRASSROOTS PROJECT - a postscript!

This project has been well documented and talked

about within the Branch, however the article in the

recent Scottish Dancer magazine on Wirral Branch's

initiative, masterminded by Maxine, has certainly put

Wirral on the R.S.C.D.S. worldwide map. 

Recently it was encouraging that we have had a

request from Guide and Brownie Companies to

arrange an evening of easy dances for them.  Hilary

went to Neston and only this week I went to 4th

Hoylake Brownies for a St. Andrew’s evening. With

22 Brownies and 2 Pack Leaders the numbers were

perfect!  Many of them did other types of dancing

but none had danced Scottish before.  I thought 1½

hours would be too long, but no, they were keen to

learn.   We danced 4 dances successfully and a good

time was had by all.

Those of you who live in Heswall area probably

heard about the recent Arts and Culture Festival

which included 2 events organised by Deeside

Caledonian Society, an Adult Taster evening and a

Family Saturday afternoon which I arranged.

Everyone enjoyed themselves, but only time will tell

if they get 'hooked' like the rest of us! 

Where could you have a better evening than our

Christmas Dance last night -- good company, good

food, good dancing -- and CHEAP !!

Margaret Kay

SCOTTISH DANCING ON THE WEB
OK, so I really mean links to Scottish Dance

information on the internet.  Those of us who enjoy

browsing the web might be interested in some of the

following:

www.strathspey.org Website run by RSCDS

scroll holder Anselm Lingnau.  The mailing list

contributions can be most informative.

my.strathspey.org Offshoot of the above site.

Useful searchable dance database (find out devisor,

publication, suggested music etc for thousands of

dances - some brief cribs available)

www.dancearchives.co.uk Originally a paper-

based subscription publication produced by Robert

Donald & Roy Clowes in Merseyside. Full

instructions for around 200 dances (eg Ian Powrie,

Luckenbooth Brooch)

www.scottishdance.net The “Grand Chain” web
site run by Ian Brockbank in Edinburgh.  Really

useful links and information about Scottish Country

Dancing.

www.minicrib.care4free.net Charles Upton’s

excellent “minicrib” downloadable database of

dances (over 4000) for use with all versions of

Microsoft Word. 

blog.lib.umn.edu/ldfs/8x32 an interesting

mixture of newly devised dances (predominantly by

USA based dancers) 

www.rscds.org the website of RSCDS Head-

quarters.  A “must-visit” site for all RSCDS

members

NOTE: type web addresses (URL) exactly as shown
above (in bold) to ensure you get the right site! 
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GREETINGS FROM 
THE ST ANDREW SOCIETY OF PAPHOS,
CYPRUS

The society was formed in 1994 as a break away

from the Caledonian Society of Cyprus in Limassol

which is about 50 miles away. Its interest is in

Scotland and her heritage and has both dancing and

social events. The dancing takes place on Tuesday

evenings with beginners at 5.30pm for step and

formation     instruction. Simple dances are attempted

from 6-7pm with the help of the more experienced.

From 7-8pm some more challenging dances are

included and the level of success has increased

significantly in the last couple of years due to the

skills of the teacher, Janine Scott.

Over the years I have helped with dances that I knew

and recently have been sending out our dance

programmes to Janine. This last term she asked me to

teach ‘Good Hearted Glasgow’, ‘Scott Meikle’, ‘The

Montgomerie’s Rant’ and ‘The Dream Catcher’.

These were included in their St Andrew’s Ball this

last week. Janine also looks after the website so if

you’d like to know what they are doing, please check

it out at www.cyprusstandrewsociety.com.

Maxine Slade

The Latin Catholic Parish of Paphos  

A NOVEMBER NIGHT IN NESTON

On 24th November I went along to the Guide Hut in

Neston to give the Guides a taster of Scottish

Country Dancing. There were thirty girls there plus

their helpers all looking forward to trying out

Scottish Dancing.

The reason for the invitation was that earlier in the

year an international conference of Girl Guides and

Girl Scouts had been held in Scotland and a

commemorative badge produced. The girls in Neston

were doing Scottish Dancing as one of their

challenges in order to gain the badge.

We began in a big circle with a warm up and then

went on to try slip step. Having mastered that the

girls learnt a simplified Strathcona Reel which they

did in three five couple sets. After a breather we

reorganised the sets and the girls did Jig To The

Music. The forty five minute session was quickly

over.

It was a lively atmosphere with all the girls excited

about having a go and I quickly found that getting

them to sit on the floor meant that a) they would all
be quiet and listen well and b) I was then taller than
them. They all picked up the dances very quickly and

displayed really good rhythm. 

To sum it up I found it enjoyable and the girls, when

asked to choose three words to describe the Scottish

Country Dancing they had tried, came up with

“Amazing, Brilliant and Crazy”. 

Hilary

Dancing in the Garden August 14th 

The morning of 14th August saw some heavy

showers and we didn’t think there would be any

dancing in the garden that day.  However by the

afternoon the clouds had rolled away and a pleasant

afternoon was enjoyed by dancers and non-dancers

alike.  The dancing was followed by delicious

refreshments on the lawn.  

Many thanks to Margaret Kay for her generous

hospitality.

Rosemary Jones


